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book written by Peter
Armitage tells the birth story
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AfriCam. Read with us as the
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The show must go on!
The origin story of WildlifeCampus

01
By co-founder of
WildlifeCampus and
Anchor CEO

Missed the previous parts of this story? Click here to the WildlifeCampus
magazine where this exciting journey starts.

Graham slipped off his shoes and slid
under the trailer, with one of Jurie’s
matches for light, to try and work out
what was wrong with the generator.
With Graham under the trailer and Jurie
on the Land Rover, a few hyaenas
approached and Graham and Jurie
froze. The hyaenas were obviously there
before, but because the noise from the
generator had stopped they were
willing to come a little closer to their
potential meal.
Loud noises from Jurie eventually
scared off the hyaenas, but they
instinctively knew that the animals
were still lurking in the shadows.
Graham raced to the vehicle, only to
discover that the hyaenas had stolen
one of his shoes. It was close calls like
this that made Paul and Graham
question their own sanity.
Perhaps it was coincidental, but
Graham seldom wore shoes in the
months that followed.

“Honey, the hyaena ate my shoe”

Peter Armitage
On another occasion, one of the rangers found a lion kill and the team raced to
action to position the mobile camera. It was late in the afternoon and the team had
already had a few Zamaleks.
They spent an hour getting to the site of the lion kill and setting up the cam. A
generator, which was rented from Logical Designs, was being used to power the
lights in order for the US viewers to see the action. The noise from the generator
scared off the predators.
By the time the sun set, the generator had run out of fuel, which they did not know
at the time. The comedy of errors continued when they realised that they did not
have a torch.
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Four hours after originally leaving for
the kill they got back to the camp to
sleep. The next morning they returned
to the site, only to find that the Kudu
was gone and the spoor surrounding
the buck suggested that it was dragged
away by the hyaenas. A lot of effort and
danger … but absolutely no content.
A great deal of endeavour was put in, to
get the mobile camera to special
content. Appendix I (of the original
hardcopy book) contains the harrowing
manuscript from the chatroom on
November 7 1998, when Pippa thought
Jurie was going to get himself killed,
while moving the mobile camera to get
content on to PC screens. Graham, back
in Johannesburg, was on the chatroom
and on the phone to Pippa while Jurie
was out in the field.

“The Show Must Go On by Peter Armitage
and the AfriCam community.”

“The first meet”
The community aspect of AfriCam grew day by day. Initially the viewers believed
that they were making “virtual” friends who they would never meet in the flesh.
It was on November 1998 that Brian McMahon and Leon Serfontein came up with
the idea of getting together.
In November 1998 some of the first community members gathered at Djuma Game
Reserve for their first meet. AfriCammers from three different continents filled up
Djuma Bush Lodge. To the delight of the viewers they swum in the Gowrie crib on
camera, protected by an armed ranger and back at the lodge they chatted on the
chatroom to viewers all over the globe who could not make the meet.
At one very entertaining dinner, the mobile camera was positioned on the dinner
table and shown on the site. For a pre-arranged hour, the diners moved seats every
two minutes in order for Chris in Chicago to make an animation of the evening.
Among the people at that first meet were Brian McMahon.
WildlifeCampus Magazine
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ate my shoe

“

“ Honey, the hyaena

Who needs a business plan?
“The vultures start to circle” - January 1999
In early 1999, the valuation of internet companies had started
to reach irrational levels and analysts were starting to invent
new valuation methodologies for these companies. It was
still not clear exactly how internet companies would make
money, but this did not particularly bother investors. Like the
Dutch tulip bulb phenomenon of the 1880’s, investors were
afraid of NOT being invested in this new trend. Companies
were valued on turnover projections a number of years
forward, number of users and page impressions. Everything
but the bottom line.

“MWeb’s dilemma” - November 1998
The Nasdaq composite index, which serves as a proxy for
technology companies, had broken the 2000 level, more than
twice the level of 24 months before. During the course of the
next 12 months or so, the Nasdaq would double again. The
rapidly rising index was the ideal environment to capitalise
on an internet business. At virtually any other time in history,
a business with a turnover of US$5 000 per month, a nominal
bottom line, no employees, no business plan, assets of about
US$10 000 and one advertising client would be worth less
than US$50 000. But this was no ordinary time in history and
no ordinary company.

Back at MWeb, the success of AfriCam was having a
devastating impact on their own network.
The internet was still a new phenomenon in South Africa and
bandwidth was expensive and fairly limited.
MWeb was bearing the bandwidth costs and the AfriCam
traffic was proving problematic. AfriCam was, at that stage,
using up a large proportion of the MWeb bandwidth and this
was having a negative impact on the service it was delivering
to its other clients. The problem was compounded by the fact
that pictures delivered over the internet consume
significantly more bandwidth than text.

In South Africa, the internet craze was a lot more muted and
South African investors viewed internet businesses with a lot
more scepticism. Nevertheless, South Africans were well
aware of what valuations were being achieved globally. And
after all, AfriCam, if measured by US traffic, should be able to
justify the valuation levels being achieved in the United
States. This piqued the interest of a number of South African
investors and the vultures started to circle.
Neither Paul nor Graham had any notion of the value they
would be creating with their weekend hobby. They were
keeping a close eye on the ascent of the Nasdaq, but did not
quite know what this meant for them. They had never been
exposed to capital transactions and had not approached
anybody to invest in the business. Almost all the venture
capitalists in South Africa were eyeing AfriCam, but three
acted quickly – Usko, “JB” and Mark Thatcher, the son of
former UK prime minister Maggie Thatcher.

MWeb made a decision that they were forced to make. They
cut off the automatic refresh on the AfriCam cameras, which
at that stage was refreshing every 30 seconds. This had a very
negative impact on the AfriCam experience. Users now had to
click the refresh button on their keyboards to update the
camera image. As a result, the AfriCam traffic plummeted
from over 800 000 page impressions a day (+/-24 million per
month) to around 200 000.
Allied to this, MWeb were still not having any success in selling
advertising on AfriCam. A large proportion of the traffic was
international, which made it relatively unattractive for South
African advertisers.
This untenable state of affairs coincided with an e-mail from
Eric Arnold at Xoom, which would later be purchased by NBC
internet. Xoom had developed a programme which suited
AfriCam’s needs. Xoom offered to host the site, bear the costs
of the bandwidth and pay a net US$1 per 1000 page
impressions/banners. The motivation for Xoom was to
include the AfriCam traffic in their own count and sell
advertising on these banners at a higher rate. The internet
was growing in the US and valuations of internet companies
were being based on traffic to sites.

Paul and Graham found this offer very appealing and, in
addition, hosting the site in the US was very attractive as it
would mean faster access for the US viewers, who were
starting to dominate the site.
The deal was concluded and the hosting was moved from
MWeb in South Africa to Xoom in San Francisco. For the first
time, Paul and Graham had a revenue for the site. There were
still no fulltime employees, no premises and the work was
done primarily on weekends. But this deal suddenly meant
that AfriCam was becoming a business, and it was now
profitable! The +/-US$5 000 per month more than covered
the costs and changed the mindset.
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Rain
crucial to our survival

© M. Zimmer

Water is one of the most precious and scarce natural resources on

By WildlifeCampus student

our planet. Only 1% of water is fresh and available for human

Rain is fundamental to all of us. It creates life. Approximately 232 million years ago, during a span known as the Carnian Age (a
division of geological time within the Triassic Period), it rained almost everywhere for 2 million years. The world became
significantly more humid, heavy rains become the norm, the oceans acidified and entire species died in mass. It was an
extinction event but, also a period of new beginnings. Indeed, it rained for so long that it changed the course of how the planet
is today. Resulting in a rapid biological turnover on a global scale. The modern world was born. This period saw the rise of
modern reefs and plankton in the oceans, the rise of modern tetrapod groups, including frogs, lizards, turtles, crocodilians,
dinosaurs, and mammals… along with some important plant groups such as conifers, and some new groups of insects.
Ultimately, it formed the basis of modern ecosystems.

consumption. With approximately 40% of the world’s population

Amy Holt

affected by water scarcity. Therefore, we must all play our part to
help conserve water.

02
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Rain is a key element in the Earth’s water cycle. It allows life on land to exist. Most rain forms in the troposphere (lowest layer
of the atmosphere). Water vapour cools and condenses around particles in the air, eventually forming clouds. When droplets
become too heavy to be supported by air pressure, they fall to Earth as rain. Water is not endless. Unprecedented levels of
carbon dioxide, and the warming of the oceans and the atmosphere are all causing clouds to thin out. This reduces rainfall.
Water is fast becoming a limited natural resource.
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There are many natural phenomenons associated with rain.
Phantom rain is where you can get caught in the ‘rain’ but do
not get wet. This natural phenomenon is common in deserts,
where raindrops evaporate before they reach the ground.
Animal rain is a real weather phenomenon where small
animals get swept up in waterspouts or updrafts, and then
fall to Earth with raindrops. A waterspout is a whirling
column of air and water mist. Updrafts are strong winds that
carry warm, moist air upwards. A sun shower, like the name
suggests, is when rain falls while the sun is shining. It is
usually the result of accompanying winds associated with a
rainstorm, sometimes miles away, blowing the airborne
raindrops into an area where there are no clouds. Thus,
causing a sun shower.
In Botswana, the Setswana word for rain—pula, is used as the
name of the national currency. This is in recognition of the
economic importance of rain in its country, since it has a
semi-arid climate. In drought-stricken places, a downpour
can lift people’s spirits and can quite literally be a lifesaving
event. The United Nations predict as many as 700 million
people are at risk of being displaced as a result of drought by
2030.
Could artificial rain be the answer to droughts? Cloud
seeding is a controversial technique through which clouds
are injected with chemicals to create artificial rain. For
example, a plane releases silver iodide so, the particles can
reach the targeted cloud. This aids in the formation of ice
crystals. Too heavy to remain in the air, the ice crystals fall,
often melting on their way down, to form rain. Cloud seeding
can lead to acidification of the oceans, ozone layer depletion
and an increase in the levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide.
Further, silver is a heavy, toxic metal and it harms the health
of plants, animals and humans.
Cloud seeding was first developed by scientists in the 1940s.
It was later experimented as a potential weapon of war by
the US military. Operation Popeye was a military cloud
seeding project carried out by the US Air Force during the
Vietnam War in 1967-1972. Its goal was to increase rainfall in
carefully selected areas to deny the Vietnamese enemy the
use of roads by softening road surfaces and causing
landslides. China used cloud seeding to keep the 2008
Beijing Olympics rain-free. They fired chemical rockets into
the sky to ensure that it rained before the ceremony. The
project costed US $30 million.

charges. By altering the balance of these charges, these
electric shocks enable water droplets to merge into larger
raindrops and fall from the sky. But, is further artificial
manipulation the right solution? Or should we concentrate
on reducing emissions. After all, much of the world’s climate
issues result from humanity’s inadvertent manipulation of
our planet and all of its natural processes.
Indeed, climate change has got us thinking about water
conservation. Different types of rainwater collection systems
were first used in 2000BC in India, Mesopotamia (now home
to modern-day Iraq, Kuwait, Turkey and Syria), China, and
modern-day Israel. The basic design involved a large rock
formed into a basin using clay and other rocks to seal it from
leaking. One of the most impressive rainwater harvesting
constructions can be found in Istanbul in the Sunken Palace
which, was used to collect rainwater from the streets above.
It is so large that you can sail around it in a boat.
Rainwater harvesting (the collection and storage of rain) is
crucial for the future. It is a simple technique which, can
involve collecting rainwater runoff from household roofs into
rain barrels. Rainwater is ideal to use for toilet flushing,
clothes washing, bathing or showering, and garden
irrigation. Other ways to conserve water include fixing
leaking taps and pipes, and growing indigenous plants and
crops that are suitable to the local climate and environment.
All of which promote sustainable living.

Book sale!
What differentiates the competent from the truly exceptional and successful guide? This book has the answers and the skills
you may be looking for. It will remind you of why you chose this career to begin with, impart new skills and perspective and
will leave you refreshed and remotivated to provide guiding experiences at the very highest level. Written and revised by
Garth Thompson, one of the world's best guides, and illustrated with superb humour by Dov Fedler, this book is quite simply
a must for every field guide and game lodge manager.
WildlifeCampus has a limited amount of hard copies of this iconic book for sale.

R 249.00
Price includes Postnet to Postnet delivery!
(South Africa only)

Undoubtedly, rain is crucial to our survival. As Benjamin
Franklin said, ‘when the well is dry, we know the worth of
water.’ With the possibility that we could face more prolonged drier periods in the near future, it is up to all of us to
conserve what we consume and make the most of what
comes to us free of charge from the sky.

The Dubai rain enhancement experiment is said to be a
greener alternative to cloud seeding. Drones carrying hightech sensors circle the skies, measuring temperature and
humidity. The drones then zap clouds with an electrical
charge. In theory, it should make the small cloud droplets
attract one another, merging and growing until they form
large raindrops. Clouds naturally carry positive and negative
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Email info@wildlifecampus.com
to get your copy!
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In this this edition, WildlifeCampus
would like to thank Ulovane
Environmental Training for their
amazing photographic contribution
towards our course.
Based in the magnificent Eastern Cape,
Ulovane Environmental Training has
been developing and supporting the
guiding industry with highly competent
professional and knowledgeable Guides
since 2005. The Directors of the
Company, Schalk and Candice Pretorius
believe passionately that all their
learners must leave Ulovane with an
amazing, exciting, and satisfying
learning experience. Most importantly
they hope their passion and respect for
the African bush and its wildlife is
ignited.

04

More info:

Thank you Ulovane!
At the
beginning of 2022,
WildlifeCampus launched the newly
updated Field Guiding/Game Ranging
course.
The massive update of this the content
was done in collaboration with a Field
Guides Association of Southern Africa
(FGASA) assessor.
However, this update would not have
been possible without the valuable
photographic contribution of our
students and partners.

enquiries@ulovane.co.za
www.ulovane.co.za
To try the free component of our
recently updated Field Guiding/Game
Ranging course, CLICK HERE.

“The Eastern Cape is truly
one of the gems of South
Africa – there is the best of
all the wilderness landscapes
you could wish for!”
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Wildlife Management
Course
Our wildlife management course was originally written by WildlifeCampus CEO Todd Kaplan.
This course is by far one of our most highly rated and popular courses. It is based on the
University of Pretoria's Centre for Wildlife Management's Honours degree programme, but has
been re-written so that no prior learning is required.
This is the perfect course for those who need to understand the ecological management of
game farms and reserves.

Email info@wildlifecampus.com with the code
“Discount_WLM” and get R 500.00 off *
(Normal price: R 4 500.00)
Click the picture to try out a free component of this course.

WildlifeCampus student card
holders enjoy a 15% discount!
Click here
WildlifeCampus Magazine
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*Special ends 30/09/2022
No monthly payment options are available for discounted courses
WildlifeCampus Magazine
- 15 -

05

WildlifeCampus course listing
Field guiding / game ranging
Wildlife management
Animal tracks and signs of Africa
Game lodge management
Capture, care and management of wildlife
Behaviour guide to mammals of RSA lowveld
Behaviour guide to African herbivores
Anti-poaching
Explore the Eastern Cape Province
Explore the Free State Province
Explore the Gauteng Province
Explore the Kwa-Zulu Natal Province
Explore the Limpopo Province
Explore the Mpumalanga Province
Explore the North West Province
Explore the Northern Cape Province
Explore the Western Cape Province
Front of house lodge operations
Behaviour guide to African carnivores
Geology, palaeontology and evolution
Guides’ guide to guiding
Birding
Digital wildlife photography
Trails guide

R 6, 500
R 4, 500
R 2, 800
R 2, 800
R 2, 500
R 2, 500
R 2, 500
R 1, 950
R 1, 800
R 1, 800
R 1, 800
R 1, 800
R 1, 800
R 1, 800
R 1, 800
R 1, 800
R 1, 800
R 1, 750
R 1, 600
R 1, 500
R 1, 350
R 1, 250
R 1, 250
R 1, 200

Intensive wildlife production
Marine biology
Game guard management
FGASA exam preparation practice questions
Human-wildlife conflict
Game ranch economics
Behaviour guide to African primates
Survival
Wilderness navigation
Anti-poaching junior

R 950
R 950
R 900
R 850
R 850
R 850
R 800
R 750
R 700
R 550

Free Components
Upon registration as an online student, you will
immediately be assigned FREE components to your "my
courses" page, one from each course on offer.
The objective of the free components is to allow
students to try all the various online courses available.
You are welcome to complete as many of these free
components as you like. No certificates are issued for
completing free components.

Click any course to try a free component!
Getting started? Email info@wildlifecampus.com
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There are populations in the Iberian Peninsula, with that in
the Pyrenees having been boosted by release of bears from
elsewhere. Resentment in the rural areas is growing. They kill
sheep, destroy bee hives and eat crops. It is estimated that
there are now 300 adult bears in these mountains. As the
population grows they will be forced to disperse, the
question is to where.

Eurasian Beaver dam flooding a farmer's field in Upper Austria

By

Re-wilding has become a buzz-word, especially in Europe,
and it basically means returning areas to their previous
natural state!
The original idea was to replace the now extinct, or near
extinct, large ungulates such as the wild cattle known as
Aurochs, wild horses, the Tarpan, with domesticated grazers
that closely resembled them, Heck Cattle (and other breeds)
and Tarpan-like horses. Areas were selected, one of the
earliest being Oosvaardersplassen in Holland, with the idea
that nature should run its course. However, in Europe one is
dealing with relatively small areas, and this early experiment
caused an outcry when many of the introduced cattle and
horses died of starvation. From 2018 it was realized that the
only way to make it viable was to manage the herds. This is
now the general policy wherever re-wilding is taking place.
Another problem, of course, raises its head, human
populations in 1500 AD in western Europe were around 62
million, today there are about 450 million - about 34 people
per square kilometre - meaning space and tolerance are
limited.
It is not possible here to give all the examples but let us start
with the Alpine Ibex (Capra ibex). By the late 19th century this
wild goat had been virtually wiped out with tiny populations
surviving in Gran Paradiso National Park and three other
locations. It was believed that no more than 100 ibex survived

07

which resulted in low genetic diversity. Reintroductions
started in 1906 from Gran Paradiso to the Swiss Alps, by 1914
the ibex protected in Gran Paradiso had risen to more than
3,000 individuals. There was some natural dispersal but also
a number of reintroductions to their former range. A success
story with today’s populations numbering in excess of 50,000
adults. Numbers are now managed by hunting, they attract
tourists and locals alike. Of course in the high Alps where they
live there is little conflict with humans!
Another success story is that of the Wisent or European Bison
(Bison bonasus) that once ranged over great swathes of
Europe but the last specimens were shot in the Bialowieza
Forest, Poland in 1921, and in the northern Caucasus
Mountains in 1927.

Eurasian Lynx
Fortunately, there were some small captive populations and
these were used to reintroduce bison to suitable locations.
This, Europe’s largest herbivore, the Wisent was first
reintroduced to what is now their stronghold in Bialowieza,
and to several small reserves elsewhere. The latest
reintroduction was to a small enclosed reserve in England.
From a founder population of about 50 captive animals,
today there are in the vicinity of 10,000.
Although the Wild Boar (Sus scrofa) is still widespread and
some would say over abundant because of changing
agricultural practices it has been reintroduced to parts of
England in recent years. Partly because of deliberate
releases, as well as escapes from boar farms (the venison is
delicious!), they now free range in several forest areas. But
they are not popular because of agricultural depredations,
amongst other reasons.
Unfortunately, other species that have been reintroduced or
have spread naturally are not popular in many quarters,
especially with rural folk that have to deal with them. Most
urban dwellers think it is great once again to have bears,
wolves, lynx and beavers cruising the countryside but they do
not have to deal with the day to day problems that can arise.
Let us look briefly at the Eurasian Brown Bear (Ursus arctos)
that survives in substantial numbers in the east, with the
largest population outside Russia located in the Carpathian
Mountains, with other healthy populations in the western
Balkans and Scandinavia. Small populations survive in the
Apennines in Italy and this population is growing and causing
problems for farmers.

Then there is the Eurasian Wolf (Canis lupus) that has been
spreading naturally westwards and southwards from the east
and north where healthy populations survive but again as
populations grow they have to disperse. In recent years they
have spread in Germany, Holland, Belgium and others. Some
welcome them but again the rural dwellers are the ones that
have to deal with the problems. Then there is the Eurasian
Lynx (Lynx lynx) that still survives in reasonable numbers in
Scandinavia and parts of eastern Europe but was largely
extirpated in the western and southern lowlands and by the
1950s it was close to extinction here. It has been reintroduced
to the Swiss Jura Mountains from where it has spread to the
French and Italian Alps, and has reappeared in Austria,
including far from the Alps. In Germany it was reintroduced to
the Bavarian Forest and the Harz, with reintroduction to the
Kalkalpen in Austria but it is believed that farmers here
resented not being consulted and may have killed these
animals!
Then we round off with the super-success of the
reintroduction of the Eurasian Beaver (Castor fiber). At least a
success from the conservationists’ point of view. This large,
semi-aquatic rodent is a master engineer that builds dams,
blocks streams causing flooding and cuts down trees. The
demand for their valuable pelts drove them to extinction over
virtually all of their western European range and by the turn
of the century it is estimated that only 1,200 survived. With
protection, by 2003 there were at least 640,000 of these treefellers that had in part spread naturally but proliferated
mainly because of reintroductions by man. Once again to the
urban dweller it is delightful to have them back (in fact they
are one of our favourite mammals) but to the farmer whose
fields are constantly flooded, or your trees are getting
chopped down…
Yes, re-wilding, reintroductions and natural spread certainly
have a role but the problem arrives when populations of
these beasties have nowhere else to spread to, cause damage
and in a few cases become a threat to human lives, what can
be done? Europe has limited space so culling becomes the
only option but of course then the hackles rise, the European
Union brings in new regulations and dictates what can be
done and what cannot… It is a similar problem here in
southern Africa with our elephant “over population”,
troublesome “urban” Chacma Baboons and the rest.

European Bison or Wisent
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Highly recommended App
By Chris and Mathilde Stuart
Discover all there is to know about this unique and vast 400 000
square kilometre semi desert.
This app covers the species found in the region (from fish to
mammals) and a detailed description of the landscape, geology and
climate.
Find species for specific National Parks - Camdeboo National Park,
Karoo National Park, Mokala National Park, Tankwa Karoo National
Park, Mountain Zebra National Park and Augrabies National Park.
Enhance your visit to this region with this comprehensive, easy-touse app featuring:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Species split into groups (mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians,
fish).
Most species have multiple photos, detailed description.
Certain species have audible calls.
Search by English, Afrikaans and scientific names.
Limit species to only those found in certain national parks .
Search for species found in a specific habitat (rocky hills, pans,
freshwater, dry river beds, woodland, open plains, human
settlements).
Keep your sightings logged in My List.

"An enjoyable and easy app to navigate. Filled with lots of interesting
information, images and sound clips, it's a must for every guide and wildlife
enthusiast".

Eloise Acx, WildlifeCampus COO

Wild Dreams Hospitality is currently recruiting for some exciting positions within the
hospitality & tourism industry within Africa.
Their (over 115) vacancies include positions for Lodge Managers - singles/couples, Field Guides
- all levels, Spa Therapists, Chefs - all levels, Guide Instructors, FOH - Anchors/Hosts/Guest
relations, Travel Specialists, Financial Managers, HR Managers, Reservationists, IT
Specialists, Admin positions, Housekeeping Managers

To get all of the details of these vacancies and more, visit:
www.wilddreams.co.za/job/
It's well worth going through their entire website, as they have numerous dedicated pages to
help job seekers including Cv advice & free template, Interview advice & practice questions,
Career advice (page & sessions), Monthly blogs and much more!
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gained over decades in the guiding industry and to enable the
finalists to produce their best during each activity.

Safari guide
of the year

Although the finalists bring a specific set of skills, the one
attribute they all share is humility. You cannot be a top guide
if you believe that you know everything about everything.
Each day is a learning experience, even at an event like this.
Who knew that it was easy to confuse a white-tailed
mongoose track with that of a jackal.
Or for that matter just how difficult it is for them to tell a
personal story in front of a group of strangers.

By David Batzofin

But at the end of the week, each of the finalists had proved
that their inclusion in the competition had been justified and
as a result made the decision of the judging panel a very
difficult one.

B

ack in the day when I wanted to become a ‘game
ranger’ the job was not seen as a career choice,

but as something you did in order not to work in a
bank or the post office.
All that has now changed and guiding is seen as a
career choice and is recognised as a profession rather
than a job.

To prove that point, Safari Guide of the
Year was founded by Mike Karantonis in
2011 and it has been the proving ground
for many icons of the industry over the
past decade.
For the third time, I was part of the
media contingent that attended the
event, a week that I looked forward to
for an entire year.

The most recent event was held at the Southern African
Wildlife College, where the finalists as well as the judges were
dressed by apparel sponsor Ruggedwear and were hosted by
Bushwise. The quality of the finalists from not only South
Africa but Namibia was astounding and a reflection of a group
of guides that have strived tirelessly over the years to hone
and diversify their skills.
The finalists for 2022 were; Liam Henderson from The
Homestead, Cameron Pearce, Ongava, Solomon Ndlovu,
Singita, Ruvan Grobler, Lion Sands and Nico Brits, Bushwise
Field Guides were a representation of the best of the best in
the industry currently and were chosen after an extensive and
intensive selection process.

However, as the adage goes, there could only be one winner…
Cameron Pearce from Namibia was declared Safari Guide of
the year 2022 and accepted the trophy from the worthy
winner of the 2021 event, Togara Charingira.
Cameron also won the following categories; track and sign,
storytelling, guided walk and birds, slides and sounds.
I do believe that Cameron’s most difficult challenge will be in
2023 when he has to hand the trophy to the next winner.
Well done to Michelle du Plessis, MD of FGASA and her team
for putting together an event that should be seen as the
benchmark for guiding internationally.

When asked about their participation, they all saw this as the
pinnacle of their careers and being a participant, let alone a
winner, as aspirational for those guides who take their
chosen profession seriously.
It was also an opportunity to learn from each other and the
judging panel as well.
The competition took place over a week and is broken into
several activities that each of the finalists had to participate
in. The activities were; track and sign, game drive, guided
bush walk, advanced rifle handling, storytelling,
photography, hospitality and professionalism, as well as
birds, slides and sounds.
Each has its own particular set of challenges and watching
the finalists in action made me realise just how serious this
group was about their chosen career paths.

David is an award-winning blogger whose work can be found at www.travelandthings.co.za
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The judging panel of Juan Pinto, James Steyn, Michelle du
Plessis, Gawie Grobler, Lucas Mathonsi and Mike Karantonis,
are all legendary guides and true icons of the industry. That
being said, they are there to share the knowledge they have
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WildlifeCampus registration FAQ’s

Winter special

Q: Do I need to wait for a semester to begin to register?

A: No, you may register and begin a course at any time that is convenient for you.
Q: Are there any entrance requirements?
A: There are no entrance requirements. Anyone may join our courses from
anywhere in the world!

Save R 2, 000!

Q: Are there any deadlines to complete courses?

A: No, you study in your own time, at your own pace. Once you have created a
profile and started courses, it will always be available to you to access.

Become a lifetime subscriber
Q: How do I register and begin?
And
get unlimited access to
A: You can register directly on www.wildlifecampus.com (top left-hand side) or
by simply clicking HERE.
ALL our courses!
Upon registration as a student, you will create a password to log in and access your online
profile. Registration is completely FREE of cost and any obligation (you will also be able to

R 18, 0
00
R 16, 0
00

access the free content once you have created your profile).

Course purchase options:

Credit card: via our online shop
PayPal: via our online shop
EFT: Email info@wildlifecampus.com to request an invoice

For more info
on a lifetime subscription
All courses can be paid off monthly.
To view
our monthly
paymentstarted
options: click here
and
getting

E-mail info@wildlifecampus.com
*Special ends 31/08/2022
No monthly payment options are available for discounted packages

