
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cultural Guiding - Explore 
The KwaZulu-Natal Province 

“There is a lovely road that runs from Ixopo into the hills. These hills 

are grass covered and rolling, and they are lovely beyond any 

singing of it. The road climbs seven miles into them, to 

Carisbrooke; and from there, if there is no mist, you look down on 

one of the fairest valleys of Africa. About you there is grass and 

bracken and you may hear the forlorn crying of the titihoya, one 

of the birds of the veld. Below you is the valley of the Umzimkulu, 

on its journey from the Drakensberg to the sea; and beyond and 

behind the river, great hill after great hill; and beyond and behind 

them, the mountains of Ingeli and East Griqualand.” 

  

Cry the Beloved Country, Alan Paton. 
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Module 1 - Component 1 
 

 
 

KwaZulu - Natal Overview 
 
 

Introduction  
 

KwaZulu-Natal is also known as the “Land of the Zulu”, the “Garden Province” with 

lush, green, rolling hills and commonly abbreviated to “KZN”. KwaZulu means “Place 

of the people of heaven” and Natal, is derived from the name bestowed by the 

Portuguese explorer, Vasco da Gama, meaning “Christmas”. In the 1830s, the 

southern part was called Natalia, the name of a Boer Republic that 

was short lived. When it came under British control, it was known as the British 

Colony of Natal in the 1940s. To the north was the Kingdom of Zululand, which 

remained independent until 1879, where after it was also annexed by the British. 

 

Before 1994, it was known as the Province of Natal, one of the four provinces of the 

Union and then the Republic of South Africa. Today, it also includes all the territory of 

the previous Bantustan, KwaZulu, created under the Apartheid regime. It is located 

along the shoreline of the Indian ocean, with the warm Mozambique current, making 

it a very popular holiday destination in the country, with its sandy beaches and warm 

water. 

“ 
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Coat of arms 
 

 
 

 

Motto: “Masisukume Sakhe” 

 

This is isiZulu for: "Let Us Stand Up and Build". “Peace, Unity and Prosperity”. 

 

 The two symbols of KwaZulu and Natal, the wildebeest and lion, were chosen 

when the two regions was united as KZN. 

 

 The Drakensberg is represented by the zig-zag stripe. 

 

The star has a dual meaning: 

 

 It refers to the naming of the coastline by Vasco da Gama on Christmas day in 

1497, calling it “Natalia”. 

 

 It accommodates the Zulu myth that the Zulu people are "people of heaven" or 

"star people". 

 

 The province’s beauty is depicted by the Strelitzia flower on the shield. 

 

 The assegai and knobkerrie behind the shield represent peace and protection. 

 

 Wisdom and maturity are associated with the head ring (worn by Zulu elders) 

and forms the base of the crown. 

 

 The crown itself resembles a round grass hut built in the Zulu style. 
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Demographics 
 

Area 
 

94, 361 km²  

(Statistics South Africa, Census 2011) 
 

 

Area rank 

 
 

7th in South Africa 

 

Highest elevation 

 

3,451 m (11,322 ft) 

 

Population rank 

 

2nd most populated province in South Africa 

Population 

11, 065, 240  

(Statistics South Africa, Community Survey 2016) 

Estimate (2018) - 11,384,700 

Languages 

(SA Yearbook 2016-2017) 

isiZulu 82.5% 

English 12.5% 

IsiXhosa 3.1% 

Afrikaans 1% 

(Statistics South Africa, Community Survey 2016) 

Races 

Black (87%) 

Asian (7.9%) 

White (3.9%) 

Coloured (1.2%) 

(Statistics South Africa, Community Survey 2016) 
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Unemployment rate 

33% - There has been an improvement in the 

unemployment rate in KwaZulu-Natal as it dropped 

from 49,0% in 2001 to 33,0% in 2011. 

(Statistics South Africa, Census 2011) 

Capital Pietermaritzburg 
 

Largest city Durban 
 

Premier 

Incumbent Willies Mchunu since 24 May 2016. 

 

7th Premier of the Province of KwaZulu-Natal in South 

Africa in May 2016. He was previously the Member of 

the Executive Council (MEC) for the Department of 

Transport, Community Safety, and Liaison in the 

province. He is a member of the African National 

Congress and the former chairperson of the South 

African Communist Party (SACP) in KwaZulu-Natal and 

is a member of the Central Committee of the SACP. He 

is seen as a close ally of former South African President 

Jacob Zuma. 

 
 

 

Source: Statistics South Africa, Census 2011 and Community Survey 2016. 

  

Former President Jacob Zuma (right) with KZN Premier Willies Mchunu (left) attend 

the 6th Annual Matomela celebrations on 8 October 2016.  

Image source:  www.biznews.com   
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Municipalities and Districts 
 

KwaZulu-Natal province of South Africa is divided, for local government purposes, into 

one metropolitan municipality (the eThekwini Metropolitan Municipality) and ten 

district municipalities. The district municipalities are in turn divided into forty-three local 

municipalities. 

 

1 Metropolitan municipality 

 

 eThekwini Metropolitan 

 

10 Districts 

 

1. Amajuba District 

 

 Dannhauser Local 

 eMadlangeni Local 

 Newcastle Local 

 

2. Harry Gwala District 

 

 Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma Local 

 Greater Kokstad Local 

 Ubuhlebezwe Local 

 uMzimkhulu Local 

 

3. iLembe District 

 

 KwaDukuza Local 

 Mandeni Local 

 Maphumulo Local 

 Ndwedwe Local 

 

4. King Cetshwayo District 

 

 City of uMhlathuze Local 

 Mthonjaneni Local 

 Nkandla Local 

 uMfolozi Local 

 uMlalazi Local 

 

5. Ugu District 

 

 Ray Nkonyeni Local 

 Umdoni Local 

 Umuziwabantu Local 

 Umzumbe Local 
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6. uMgungundlovu District 

 

 Impendle Local 

 Mkhambathini Local 

 Mpofana Local 

 Msunduzi Local 

 Richmond Local 

 uMngeni Local 

 uMshwathi Local 

 

7. uMkhanyakude District 

 

 Big 5 Hlabisa Local 

 Jozini Local 

 Mtubatuba Local 

 uMhlabuyalingana Local 

 

8. uMzinyathi District 

 

 Endumeni Local 

 Msinga Local 

 Nquthu Local 

 Umvoti Local 

 

9. uThukela District 

 

 Alfred Duma Local 

 Inkosi Langalibalele Local 

 Okhahlamba Local 

 

10. Zululand District 

 

 AbaQulusi Local 

 eDumbe Local 

 Nongoma Local 

 Ulundi Local 

 uPhongolo Local 

 

 

Source: www. municipalities.co.za 
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For the purpose of this course, the different Tourist Regions have been chosen as an 

introduction to the Province 

 

 Battlefields 

 Drakensberg 

 Midlands 

 East Griqualand 

 South Coast 

 eThekwini metropole and surrounds 

 Sugar Coast 

 Dolphin Coast 

 Zululand 

 Maputaland 
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Provincial government and politics 
 

The seat of KwaZulu-Natal’s provincial government is in Pietermaritzburg. The African 

National Congress (ANC) holds power in the provincial legislature, although they won 

the province by a very small margin in the 2004 elections. Their chief opponents were 

the Inkatha Freedom Party, in alliance with the Democratic Alliance. 

 

Party 
Legislative seats 

(2014 elections) 

African National Congress (ANC) 52 

Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) 9 

Democratic Alliance (DA) 10 

National Freedom Party (NFP) 6 

Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) 2 

Minority Front (MF) 1 

Total: 80 

 

This is also the only province where the Constitution makes provision for a monarchy.  

 

 
 

The current Zulu monarch is King Goodwill Zwelithini kaBhekuzulu. He does not hold 

any direct political power but has considerable authority over the more traditional 

Zulu in the province. He is given a monthly salary by the government. 
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Geographical features of the landscape 
 

The province has three different geographic areas (topography) 

 

A Lowland Region along the Indian Ocean, which is narrow in the south, but much 

wider towards the north. The coastal regions are typically subtropical thickets and 

deep ravines, and some Afromontane Forest occurs on steep slopes. 

 

The Natal Midlands is centrally located on a plateau with rolling hills, rising towards 

the west. The vegetation is mostly moist grasslands and isolated patches of 

Afromontane Forest. To the north it is mainly moist savanna habitat. 

 

Two mountainous areas, that of the KwaZulu-Natal Drakensberg (also known as “the 

Berg”) in the west and to the east, the Lebombo Mountains. The Drakensberg was 

formed through volcanic working and consists of solid walls of basalt. This area hosts 

mainly alpine grassland. The Lebombo Mountains are ancient granite mountains 

forming low parallel ranges, running southwards to Swaziland. 

 

 
 

Image source: Royal Natal National Park - Diriye Amey 
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The main rivers 
 

South Africa’s most important watershed is created by the Maloti Mountains (Lesotho), 

KwaZulu-Natal and Free State Drakensberg, and is also referred to as “the cradle of 

rivers”. It gives rise to South Africa’s major rivers in the region. The Orange River (Gariep) 

and tributaries mainly drain the Lesotho highlands, the Eastern Cape watershed, feeds 

either the Orange River or the Umzimvubu River, the latter flowing into the Indian 

Ocean at Port St. Johns.  

 

In KwaZulu-Natal, many rivers and streams from the Drakensberg drain into the 

catchment areas of the largest rivers in the province, all flowing into the Indian Ocean. 

The water is normally pollution and disease free, seeing that there are no inhabitants 

living in the higher reaches of the mountain. 
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The three largest rivers in the province 

 

River Place where it flows into the ocean 

Thukela/ Tugela (largest)  North of KwaDukuza (Stanger) 

Mkhomazi /Umkomaas  South of Amanzimtoti 

Mzimkhulu/Umzimkulu  Port Shepstone (South Coast) 

 

Other major rivers in the province 

 

River Place where it flows into the ocean 

Phongola  Northern boundry of the Province 

Umfolozi  South of St.Lucia 

Umhlatuze  Richards Bay / Empangeni 

Umvoti  KwaDukuza (Stanger) 

Umgeni  Durban 

Umtamvuna  Port Edward, at the southern border of the province 
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Climate 
 

The climate in the KwaZulu Natal Province is all year 'round tourist friendly. Sea 

temperatures are also relatively stable, averaging 21 degrees all year, providing 

possibilities for a diversity of aquatic activities in any season, including diving, fishing, 

swimming, boating and surfing. Visitors to KwaZulu Natal can look forward to a 

splendid climate. The largest city, Durban, enjoys warmth and sunshine very 

occasionally mixed with light, steady rainfall. In Durban the air is heavy with humidity 

and the subtropical latitude of the city brings with it long, hot summers with rainfall, 

and very mild winters. Durban boasts an average of 320 days of sunshine a year. 

Temperatures range from 16 to 25º C in winter. During the summer months 

temperatures range from 23 to 33º C (between September and April). January is 

generally Durban’s hottest month, with an average daily temperature of +/- 32ºC. The 

warm Mozambique current flowing along the coast means wonderfully warm bathing 

throughout the year, the water seldom falling below 17º C even in the middle of 

winter. With these conditions, it’s no accident that Durban is considered the “holiday 

city” of KwaZulu Natal.  

 

Further north, conditions become subtropical to an even greater extent, and the 

estuarine environment of St Lucia and Kosi Bay brings steamy days and balmy nights. 

Moving inland, the low-lying coastline makes way for the emerald hills of Zululand and 

Thukela regions, and still further east to the Great Escarpment, as altitudes rise, and 

temperatures drop. In the Drakensberg, the chilly towns of Bergville and Winterton 

provide a refreshing break from the swelter. 

 

Coastal regions 

 

A hot and humid, subtropical summer-rainfall area. The winters are quite pleasant. 

Further north, from Durban towards Mozambique, the climate becomes tropical. The 

Zululand north coast has the highest humidity and warmest climate in the province. 

 

Annual rainfall  1009 mm 

Daytime maximum (January –March) 21-28° C 

Daytime minimum (June – August) 11-23° C 

 

Midlands 

 

 The interior becomes progressively colder towards the north, with snow on the 

higher regions. The summers are usually quite hot, although not as humid as the 

coastal regions, but winter temperatures can be significantly low. 

 For example, the temperature in Pietermaritzburg, is more or less the same as 

Durban in summer, but much colder in the winter.  

 Another example is Ladysmith, with day temperatures in summer peaking at 30° 

C, but winter evenings can drop to below freezing point. 

 The KwaZulu-Natal Midlands, between the coastal strip and the southern 

Drakensberg Escarpment, are drier. 

 The Mountainous areas occasional snow in the summer, but the Drakensberg 

experience heavy snow in winter. 
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Nature and Conservation 
 

KwaZulu-Natal is a wildlife paradise! The flora of KZN is rich from several perspectives. 

It is home to over 6 000 vascular plant species and 1 258 genera (70% of the genera 

in southern Africa). The region is home to almost two thirds of South Africa's tree 

species, over 750 species. It has 11 times as many tree species as the whole of Europe. 

  

Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife 

 

Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife is a governmental organisation responsible for maintaining 

wildlife conservation areas and biodiversity in KwaZulu-Natal Province, South Africa. 

Their headquarters is in Queen Elizabeth Park situated on the northern slopes of 

Pietermaritzburg, the KwaZulu-Natal provincial capital. 

 

KZN Wildlife`s mission statement 

 

"To ensure effective management and sustainable use of KwaZulu Natal's biodiversity 

in collaboration with the community". 
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The iSimangaliso Wetland Park 
 

South Africa's very first World Heritage site since 1999 (UNESCO) 

 

Previously, Greater St. Lucia Wetlands Park - one of the most biodiverse regions in all 

of Africa, and new species are still being discovered year after year.  

 

Species 
Recorded number of species in 

iSimangaliso Wetland Park 

Birds 521 

Terrestrial mammals 97 

Marine mammals 32 

Marine and estuarine molluscs 82 

Coral 129 

Crocodiles 1 

Snakes 109 

Terrapins 4 

Tortoises 3 

Turtles 5 

Amphibians 50 

Fish 991 

Butterflies 5 
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iSimangaliso Wetland Park covers 10 unique destinations 

 

 Kosi Bay  

 Coastal Forest  

 Lake Sibaya  

 Sodwana 

 Mkuze Game Reserve 

 False Bay  

 Western Shores & Charters Creek  

 Lake St Lucia 

 Eastern Shores & Cape Vidal  

 Mphelane 

 

 

 

The protected shoreline of the iSimangaliso Wetland Park is one of the best preserved 

examples of this biome and it is frequented by numerous species of marine animals.  
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UNESCO World Heritage Sites  
 

A World Heritage Site is an area that is deemed to have exceptional universal value: 

 

 One of a kind in the world. 

 

 A valuable cultural or natural place that must be protected because if it 

disappeared, there would be no such examples of it in the world. 

 

 It is protected and preserved against threats of changing social and economic 

conditions and natural decay. 

 

 iSimangaliso Wetland Park (previously, Greater St. Lucia Wetlands Park) World 

heritage site, consists of lakes, islands and estuaries and five ecosystems 

 

 The Ukhahlamba Drakensberg Park, renowned for its rock art collection  

 

 

 

A lively pod of Hippopotamus at sunrise in iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 
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RAMSAR Wetlands in KwaZulu - Natal 
 

These are declared in terms of the “Conservation on Wetlands of International 

Importance”, especially as waterfowl habitat. This was framed together in the city of 

RAMSAR in Iran, February 1971. This led to the shorting of the name to the RAMSAR 

Convention. South Africa currently has 23 sites designated as Wetlands of International 

Importance (Ramsar Sites), with a surface area of 557,028 hectares. 

 

Eight Ramsar Wetland sites in South Africa, occur in KwaZulu-Natal 

 

 uMgeni Vlei Nature Reserve  

 Turtle Beaches/Coral Reefs of Tongaland 

 St. Lucia System 

 Ntsikeni Nature Reserve 

 Ndumo Game Reserve 

 Natal Drakensberg Park 

 Lake Sibaya 

 Kosi Bay 

 

 

Source: www.ramsar.org 

 
 

A Hippopotamus entering the water at the St Lucia Estuary after a few mouthfuls of 

leaves from the trees on the riverbank. 

  

http://www.ramsar.org/
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uMgeni Vlei Nature Reserve 

 

Site number: 2,132 | Country: South Africa | Administrative region: KwaZulu Natal 

Area: 958 ha | Coordinates: 29°30'S 29°50'E | Designation dates: 19-03-2013 

Permanent freshwater marshes and pools consisting mainly of grasslands and a few 

small areas of scrubby woodland. Located at about 1,840m asl in the Drakensberg 

Alpine Centre biodiversity hotspot, the site contains endemic and nationally 

threatened plant species including Merwilla natalensis and the KwaZulu-Natal 

endemic Kniphofia brachystachya and Kniphofia breviflora. It is a key representative 

remnant of the natural wetlands in the Highland Sourveld bioregion and noted to be 

an important breeding ground for several water birds including the IUCN Red-Listed 

Blue Crane Anthropoides paradiseus, Crowned Crane Balearica regulorum, and 

Wattled Crane Bugeranus carunculatus (2-3 breeding pairs present, representing over 

2-3 % of the South African breeding Population). The site and its surrounding area are 

threatened by the invasive American bramble Rubus cuneifolius.  
 

 

Turtle Beaches/Coral Reefs of Tongaland 

 

Site number: 344 | Country: South Africa | Administrative region: KwaZulu Natal 

 

Area: 39,500 ha | Coordinates: 27°30'S 32°44'E | Designation dates: 02-10-1986 

 

An important transition zone between true reef and non-limestone substrates with reef 

communities. Known to support 16 species of coral, 1,200 species of fish, 5 species of 

marine turtles, 41 species of marine mammal, and 49 species of bird. The flora is 

predominantly algal, and many species reach the southern limit of their distribution. 

General water recreation is a popular activity. 
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St. Lucia System 

 

Site number: 345 | Country: South Africa | Administrative region: KwaZulu Natal 

 

Area: 155,500 ha | Coordinates: 27°55'S 32°30'E | Designation dates: 02-10-1986 

 

Coastal wetlands system associated with Lake St. Lucia and consisting of several 

principal habitat types. Supports the largest estuarine prawn nursery area in South 

Africa. An important migratory bird staging area, feeding ground for flamingos, and 

spawning and nursery area for many of the 82 species of fish supported. It is also a 

breeding area for crocodiles. Large mammals include hippopotamus and black rhino. 

Human activities have included cattle grazing, slash and burn cultivation, and the 

planting of Pinus elliottii. The site is an important recreational area offering many 

facilities and activities. The site was threatened by large-scale mining for heavy metals 

but spared. Subject of a Ramsar Advisory Mission in 1992. 

 

 

 
 

Where the Umfolozi River meets the mouth of the St Lucia Estuary at iSimangaliso 

Wetland Park  
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Ntsikeni Nature Reserve 

 

Site number: 1,904 | Country: South Africa | Administrative region: KwaZulu Natal 

 

Area: 9,200 ha | Coordinates: 30°08'S 29°28'E | Designation dates: 02-02-2010 

 

Located in an area rich in wetlands, the site is one of the largest high altitude wetlands 

in South Africa and has undergone the least ecological change due to the protective 

measures in place as a Nature Reserve. It is recognised as the second most important 

breeding site for the Wattled Crane in South Africa and also as significant to the 

endangered Long-toed Tree Frog (Leptopelis xenodactylus), Oribi (Ourebia ourebi), 

and other wetland dependent mammals. Because it is a Nature Reserve there are no 

commercial activities carried out within the site. However, the maintenance of its 

character is under threat from commercial afforestation activities occurring outside 

of its borders that are a major source of alien invasive species. While there is no 

management plan in place, there are measures under the Protected Areas Act to 

ensure that the site continues to play its various roles including provision of clean water 

to the communities downstream where there is no formally organised supply.  

 

 

  
 

Flamingos at West Coast National Park 
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Ndumo Game Reserve 

 

Site number: 887 | Country: South Africa | Administrative region: KwaZulu Natal 

 

Area: 10,117 ha | Coordinates: 26°53'S 32°16'E | Designation dates: 21-01-1997 

 

Situated at the junction of the Usuthu and Pongolo floodplain systems, the site forms 

the largest floodplain system in South Africa, consisting of five wetland types, from 

fresh to brackish, permanent to ephemeral lakes, marshes and pools, as well as 

riparian and gallery forest. Well known for its abundant bird life and diversity of species, 

internationally important numbers of several species are supported, including many 

that are rare or vulnerable. Human activities include controlled harvesting of reeds 

and sedges, low-density tourism, an important fishery, illegal black and white 

rhinoceros hunting, and collecting river water for sale in nearby communities. A large 

agricultural irrigation scheme is operating erratically south of the reserve in the 

catchment area. 

 

 

Natal Drakensberg Park 

 

Site number: 886 | Country: South Africa | Administrative region: KwaZulu Natal 

 

Area: 242,813 ha | Coordinates: 29°24'S 29°24'E | Designation dates: 21-01-1997 

 

Set in an extremely rugged area that includes three altitudinal zones along the border 

between South Africa and the Kingdom of Lesotho, The Drakensberg is regarded as 

the most important mountain catchment in South Africa due to its high yield and 

water quality, supplying rural, agricultural, urban and industrial users downstream. 

Conserved since the turn of the century, the entire wetland system is in near-pristine 

state. The three largest rivers in Kwa Zulu-Natal originate here, supporting extensive 

wetlands of various types within the Afro-alpine and Afromontane belts. The area 

supports numerous endemic and endangered plant and animal species. Human 

activities include nature conservation and a variety of outdoor recreation activities. 

There are a research station and a conservation education centre available. The site 

is renowned for the quantity, quality and variety of prehistoric rock art. Many parts are 

declared wilderness areas. 
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Lake Sibaya 

 

Site number: 528 | Country: South Africa | Administrative region: KwaZulu Natal 

 

Area: 7,750 ha | Coordinates: 27°21'S 32°40'E | Designation dates: 28-06-1991 

 

The largest natural freshwater lake in South Africa, separated from the ocean by 

forested dunes; includes areas of swamp forest and wet grassland. A large variety of 

endangered or endemic species of reptiles, fish, birds, mammals and plants occur. 

The site is important for numerous species of breeding birds and supports the second 

largest population of hippopotamus in Kwa Zulu. The lake supports a diverse 

zooplankton fauna, 15 species of aquatic and 43 species of terrestrial molluscs, as well 

as flora and fauna unique to South Africa. A research station is located within the site. 

The lake provides water for Mbazwane and Vasi. Human activities consist of livestock 

grazing and cultivation. 

 

 

Kosi Bay 

 

Site number: 527 | Country: South Africa | Administrative region: KwaZulu Natal 

 

Area: 10,982 ha | Coordinates: 27°01'S 32°50'E | Designation dates: 28-06-1991 

 

Composed of four interconnected lakes subject to tidal influence, an estuarine 

channel, and three extensive swamps. Fresh water is derived from three permanent 

rivers. Principal habitats include swamp and mangrove forest, reedbeds, dune systems 

with associated woodland, and coastal grassland. The site supports a diverse bottom-

dwelling invertebrate fauna (30 species) and a rich fish fauna, including eight 

endangered species. Several birds, mammals, butterflies, and plants are endemic, 

threatened or endangered. Large areas of swamp forest have been subjected to 

non-sustainable slash and burn cultivation practices. Human activities include 

subsistence farming and fishing. 
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The tooth of a Hippopotamus Skull (Hippopotamus amphibius) seen at ISimangaliso 

Wetland park.   
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Forests of KwaZulu-Natal 
 

Areas of forest which grow in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa mostly on south facing 

slopes in higher rainfall areas, and along the humid coastal areas. Different types of 

forest can be identified by their species composition which depends mostly on the 

altitude, latitude and substrate (soil and rock types) in which they grow. South facing 

slopes are favourable for the development of forest as they are more shaded, and 

therefore cooler and retain more moisture than the northern slopes. The extra moisture 

on the south slopes is not only favoured by forest trees, but also helps to prevent or 

subdue wildfires. Fires can also be blocked by cliff faces and rocks or boulders on 

these slopes, and by streams or rivers at the base of the slopes. The coastal regions 

are conducive to forest formation, because of high rainfall and humidity which are 

favoured by forest trees and also help to prevent or subdue fires. The rivers of the 

coastal areas are also broader than further inland, which may often prevent fires from 

spreading long distances, and fires generally burn uphill and therefore more often 

away from areas at low altitude. 

 

Forest types 

 

Various forest types can be distinguished, but many of these overlap or integrate with 

each other for example; coastal dune forest can fade into coastal lowland forest, 

which can in turn fade into riverine forest. 
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Montane forest 

 

Found in secluded valleys in the Drakensberg area. 

 

Characteristic tree species include:  

 

 Yellowwoods (Afrocarpus falcatus and Podocarpus latifolius) 

 Mountain Hard Pear (Olinia emarginata)  

 Cape Beech (Rapanea melanophloeos) 

 Mountain Cypress (Widdringtonia nodiflora) may occur on the forest margins. 

 

 

  
 

Podocarpus latifolius   



 – WildlifeCampus Cultural Guiding Course – KwaZulu Natal 

 

This course material is the copyrighted intellectual property of WildlifeCampus. It may not be copied, distributed or 

reproduced in any format whatsoever without the express written permission of WildlifeCampus. 

30 

KwaZulu-Natal Overview   
 

 

Mistbelt forest 

 

Found in secluded valleys in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands.  

 

Characteristic tree species include:  

 

 Yellowwoods (including: Afrocarpus falcatus, Podocarpus latifolius, Podocarpus 

henkelii) 

 Natal Krantz Ash (Atalaya natalensis)  

 Red Stinkwood (Prunus africana) 

 Sneezwood (Ptaeroxylon obliquum)  

 Forest Elder (Nuxia floribunda) 

 The Forest Tree Fern (Cyathea capensis) is also found in these forests. 

 

 

  
 

Nuxia floribunda   
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Coastal scarp forest 

 

This type is found on slopes and in secluded valleys between the coast and the 

Mistbelt.  

 

Characteristic tree species include:  

 

 White Stinkwood (Celtis africana) 

 Forest Bushwillow (Combretum krausii)  

 Umzimbeet (Millettia grandis) 

 The Natal Cycad (Encephalartos natalensis) may occur on the forest edges, 

usually among rocks. 

 

 

 
 

Encephalartos natalensis   
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Coastal lowland forest 

 

Once found almost continuously along the KwaZulu-Natal coast.  

 

Characteristic tree species include:  

 

 Flat-Crown (Albizia adianthifolia) 

 Coastal Goldenleaf (Bridelia micrantha) 

 Red Beech (Protorhus longifolia) 

 Forest Mahogany (Trichilia dregeana) 

 Forest Fever-Berry (Croton sylvaticus)  

 Wild Date Palm (Phoenix reclinate) 

 

 

 
 

Phoenix reclinate   
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Sand forest 

 

Found on ancient inland sand dunes in Maputaland in the north of KwaZulu-Natal.  

 

Characteristic tree species include:  

 

 Lebombo Wattle (Newtonia hildebrandtii) 

 Red-Heart Tree (Hymenocardia ulmoides) 

 Lavender-Leaved Croton (Croton pseudopulchellus)  

 Stink Bushwillow (Pteleopsis myrtifolia) 

 

 

  
 

Hymenocardia ulmoides   
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Dune forest 

 

Once found almost continuously along the coastal dunes of KwaZulu-Natal.  

 

Characteristic tree species include:  

 

 Coastal Red Milkwood (Mimusops caffra) 

 Coast Silver Oak (Brachylaena discolor),  

 Dune Soap-Berry (Deinbollia oblongifolia)  

 Natal Wild Banana (Strelitzia nicolai) 

 The Large-Leaved Dragon Tree (Dracaena aletriformis) is also found here. 

 

 

 
 

Strelitzia nicolai   
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Riverine forest 

 

This forest type occurs along natural waterways, even in dry areas that would not 

normally support forest.  

 

Characteristic tree species include:  

 

 Ficus sycomorus 

 Ficus polita 

 Quinine Tree (Rauvolfia caffra)  

 Fever Tree (Acacia xanthophloea)  

 These forests are vulnerable to flooding and many were destroyed by Cyclone 

Domoina. 

 

 

 
 

Ficus sycomorus 
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Swamp forest 

 

Found around the edges of lowland lakes and streams.  

 

 Various Fig Trees are found here including: Ficus sur and Ficus trichopoda 

 Wild Swamp Poplar (Macaranga capensis) 

 The Water Fig (Ficus verruculosa) and Kosi Palm (Raphia australis) are 

characteristic species in Maputaland. 

 

 

 
 

Macaranga capensis 
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Mangrove forest 

 

Occurs in favourable tidal estuaries along the coast.  

 

Characteristic tree species include:  

 

 Black Mangrove (Bruguiera gymnorhiza) 

 Red Mangrove (Rhizophora mucronata)  

 White Mangrove (Avicennia marina) 

 The Powder-Puff Tree (Barringtonia racemosa) and the Wild Cotton Tree (Hibiscus 

tiliaceus) are sometimes classed as mangrove trees but grow mostly along 

estuaries that are less tidal.  

 They may form a transition zone between mangrove forest and swamp forest. 

 

 

  
 

Bruguiera gymnorhiza   
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List of forests in KwaZulu-Natal 
 

 

 Dhlinza Forest 

 Entumeni Forest 

 Gilboa Forest 

 Hawaan Forest 

 Hlabeni Forest 

 Hlatikhulu Forest 

 Karkloof Forest 

 Ngome Forest 

 Nkandla Forest 

 Ongoye Forest 

 Qudeni Forest 

 Sileza Forest 

 Soada Forest 

 Tuduma Forest 

 Umgano Forest 

 Weza Forest 

 Xalingena Forest 

 Additional areas with significant forest 

 Amatikulu Nature Reserve 

 Empisini Nature Reserve 

 Enseleni Nature Reserve 

 iSimangaliso Wetland Park 

 Kenneth Stainbank Nature Reserve 

 Krantzkloof Nature Reserve 

 Mbumbazi Nature Reserve 

 Oribi Gorge Nature Reserve 

 Tembe Elephant Park 

 Tshanini Nature Reserve 

 Umlalazi Nature Reserve 

 Umtamvuna Nature Reserve 

 Vernon Crookes Nature Reserve 
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Herbaceous plants 
 

A wide range of herbaceous plants are found in the forests, either as ground cover or 

in the trees as epiphytes. Various lianas and climbers are also common plants in these 

forests. 

 

Epiphytes 

 

 Matches Mistletoe (Tapinanthus kraussianus) 

 Hairy-Lipped Polystachya (Polystachya pubescens) 

 Leopard Orchid (Ansellia africana) 

 

Other orchids such as: 

 

 Mystacidium capense 

 Mystacidium venosum 

 Polystachya ottoniana 

 Angraecum conchiferum 

 Cyrtorchis arcuata  

 Diapananthe caffra 

 Mosses and ferns may also grow as epiphytes. 

 

 

 
 

Mystacidium capense   
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Climbers 

 

 Black-Eyed Susan (Thunbergia alata)  

 Wild Cucumber (Coccinia palmata) 

 Climbing Bamboo (Flagellaria guineensis)  

 Flame Lily (Gloriosa superba)  

 

 

  
 

Gloriosa superba   
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Herbaceous ground plants 

 

 Bush Lily (Clivia miniata)  

 Blood Lily (Scadoxus puniceus)  

 Mother-In-Law's-Tongue (Sanseveria hyacinthoides)  

 White Paintbrush (Haemanthus albiflos)  

 Forest Commelina (Coleotrype natalensis)  

 Small Chlorophytum (Chlorophytum modestum)  

 Buckweed (Isoglossa woodii) 

 

Many species of Plectranthus including:  

 

 Plectranthus ambiguus 

 Plectranthus ecklonii 

 Plectranthus fruticosus 

 

Non-flowering plants include: 

 

 Ground Cycad (Encephalartos villosus) 

 Stangeria Cycad (Stangeria eriopus) and various mosses and ferns. 

 

Some grasses also grow in open forest and glades such as: 

 

 Basket Grass (Oplismenus hirtellus) 

 Broad-Leaved Panicum (Panicum deustum)  

 Broad-Leaved Bristle Grass (Setaria megaphylla) 

 

 

  

Setaria megaphylla 
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Clivia miniata  
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Forest Wildlife 
 

Several animals are adapted to living in these forests.  

 

 

Many are locally adapted subspecies of animals found further north in Tropical Africa, 

such as the blue duiker and Samango monkey, but some are local endemic species 

like the dwarf chameleons (Bradypodion spp.), Natal forest tree frog and bush 

squeaker frog. 

 

 

  
 

Leptopelis natalensis from Bazely, KwaZulu-Natal south coast  
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Key bird species 

 

 Narina Trogon (Apaloderma narina) 

 Purple-Crested Turaco (Tauraco porphyreolophus) 

 Forest Weaver (Ploceus bicolor) 

 Crowned Eagle (Stephanoaetus coronatus) 

 Spotted Ground-Thrush (Zoothera guttata) 

 Orange Thrush (Zoothera gurneyi)  

 Delegorgue's Pigeon (Columba delegorguei) 

 

 

  
 

Purple-Crested Turaco   
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Mammals 

 

 Blue duiker 

 Red duiker 

 Bushbuck 

 Nyala 

 Bushpig 

 Leopard  

 Samango monkey 

 

 

 
 

Bushbuck 
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Snakes 

 

A variety of venomous and non – venomous snake species occur in the area.  

 

Some Key venomous snake species include: 

 

 Green Mamba 

 Black Mamba 

 Forest Cobra  

 Gaboon Adder 

 Puff Adder 

 Boomslang 

 

 

 
 

Green Mamba 
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Black Mamba 

 

 
 

Forest Cobra 

 



 – WildlifeCampus Cultural Guiding Course – KwaZulu Natal 

 

This course material is the copyrighted intellectual property of WildlifeCampus. It may not be copied, distributed or 

reproduced in any format whatsoever without the express written permission of WildlifeCampus. 

48 

KwaZulu-Natal Overview   
 

 

 
 

Gaboon Adder showing off fangs 
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Forests and their Economic importance 
 

 

 Coastal scarp and Mistbelt forests were the main source of timber in South Africa 

before the advent of exotic timber plantations.  

 

 Giant yellowwoods and stinkwoods were the most sought-after trees.  

 

 Most of the larger forests are now protected, but some small scale timber 

extraction by local communities still takes place.  

 

 Attempts to grow indigenous trees as timber plantations have so far proven 

economically unviable compared to exotics, but more research is needed.  

 

 A promising species is the fast-growing Trema orientalis which is appropriate for 

paper and pulp production; producing paper with good tensile strength and 

folding endurance.  

 

 Another species for closer study is Celtis africana, which is fast-growing and can 

be used for furniture and panelling.  

 

 Both of these species could be used as cover for slower-growing forest hardwoods 

which could be interplanted for more long-term production of more valuable 

timber. 

 

 Forests have been a source of medicinal plants for hundreds of years.  

 

 It is estimated that more than 2100 tonnes of medicinal plants are extracted from 

forest areas in KwaZulu-Natal each year, which is projected to be unsustainable. 

 

 Eco-tourism is the most viable and sustainable option for the forests of Kwazulu-

Natal, and several government, private and non-government projects to ensure 

this are underway or in the planning stages. 
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Ecological problems facing the province 
 

 

 Increase in population and housing (i.e. large developments along the South 

Coast), as well as overgrazing by sheep, goats and cattle, are transforming the 

landscape. 

 

 Grasslands have been replaced by sugarcane fields and tree plantations, 

impacting on the wildlife in the area.  

 

 Furthermore, the exotic tree plantations (requiring an excess of water compared 

to that of the natural vegetation), have reduced the flow in rivers, causing 

estuaries to silt up. 

 

 Water and air pollution remains a major problem, especially in industrial areas 

and informal settlements. 
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Economy 
 

Agriculture 

 

In the previous KwaZulu-Bantustan and in the rural areas today, a subsistence 

economy is based and corn growing and cattle raising. 

 

Coastal belt 

 

 Sugar-cane plantations: Grow along the Indian Ocean coastal belt.  

 

 It is the main produce of this area and the main contributor to the economy of 

the province. 

 

 Bagas - by-product of sugarcane and use to manufacture high glossy paper for 

calendars. 

 

 Subtropical fruit 

 

 

Interior 

 

 Vegetables 

 Dairy and stock farming 

 Game ranching 

 Forestry: around Vryheid, Eshowe, Richmond, Harding and Ngome. 

 Tea Plantations: Ngome 

 

 

 

Freshly harvested sugar-cane   
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Mining 
 

The province is not rich in minerals, but resources of coal is mined in the northern 

areas around: 

 

 Dundee 

 Glencoe 

 Vryheid 

 Newcastle 

 

 

Industries 

 

 In recent times, the province has undergone rapid industrialisation owing to its 

abundant water supply and labour resources. Industries are mainly concentrated 

at Newcastle, Ladysmith, Dundee, Richards Bay, Durban, Hammarsdale, 

Richmond, Pietermaritzburg and Mandeni. 

 

 The Sugar refining is the most important industry in the province. Textile, clothing, 

rubber, fertilizer, paper, vehicle assembly and food-processing plants, tanneries, 

and oil refineries are located in and around Durban. 

 

 

Richards Bay 

 

The centre of South Africa’s Aluminium industry. 

 

Aluminium smelter 

 

 The Richards Bay Coal Terminal exports coal, ranking South Africa second as an 

exporter of steam coal. 

 

 Richards Bay Minerals is the largest sand-mining and mineral-processing operation 

in the world. 
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Escourt 
 

Meat processing 

 

Stocking factory. 

 

The motor vehicle-manufacturing industry 

 

 Created a considerable multiplier effect in component- and service-providers. 

 

 The automotive leather industry has grown rapidly, with exports significantly 

increasing foreign-exchange earnings. 

 

 

Tourism 

 

After sugar cane, tourism is the second largest industry. The North and South Coast is 

a popular destination for local tourists. The annual Tourism Indaba also attracts many 

people, locals and foreigners. 
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Infrastructure 
 

Transport 

 

 King Shaka International Airport abbreviated KSIA, is the primary airport serving 

Durban, South Africa. Located in La Mercy, KwaZulu-Natal, approximately 35 km 

(22 mi) north of the city centre of Durban, it opened its doors to passengers on 1 

May 2010, just over a month before the start of the 2010 FIFA World Cup. 

 

 Furthermore, the city is well linked by rail and bus services to other major cities and 

is the busiest port for tourism. 

 

 

Housing, water and electricity supply 

 

In June 2007 the “Prevention of Slumbill” was passed by the Department of Housing 

(KZN provincial parliament). The Bill compels landowners to evict shack dwellers on 

the threat of arrest and criminalises resistance to evictions. The aim is to clear Kwa-

Zulu Natal of slims by 2010.Academics, human rights organisations and civil society 

alike, highly critises the bill. The shack dwellers' movement Abahlali base Mjondolo is 

planning mass mobilizing against the Bill and is also taking the matter to the 

Constitutional Court with support from a pro bono legal centre. 

 

Education and schools 

 

According to the 2016 Community Survey, of the population aged 20 years and older, 

about 17% have no formal education, while only 5,8% attained a higher education 

qualification. More than two thirds (70,9%) of the population in the province have a 

secondary education whereas 6,7% have a primary education.  Famous boy’s schools 

include Hilton College and Michaelhouse.  

 

Higher institutions: 

 

 University of KwaZulu-Natal (merger of the University of Natal and the University of 

Durban-Westville) 

 University of Zululand 

 Durban University of Technology (merger of ML Sultan Technikon and Technikon 

Natal) 

 Mangosuthu University of Technology 

 

  



 – WildlifeCampus Cultural Guiding Course – KwaZulu Natal 

 

This course material is the copyrighted intellectual property of WildlifeCampus. It may not be copied, distributed or 

reproduced in any format whatsoever without the express written permission of WildlifeCampus. 

56 

KwaZulu-Natal Overview   
 

 

Sports 
 

The Moses Mabhida Stadium 

 

The Moses Mabhida Stadium is a stadium in Durban, South Africa, named after Moses 

Mabhida, a former General Secretary of the South African Communist Party. It is a 

multi-use stadium. The stadium became a venue for several events, like bungee 

jumping, concerts, cricket, football, golf practice, motorsports and rugby union. 

 

It was one of the host stadiums for the 2010 FIFA World Cup. The stadium has a 

capacity of 62,760. The stadium is adjacent to the Kings Park Stadium, in the Kings Park 

Sporting Precinct, and the Durban street circuit used for the A1GP World Cup of 

Motorsport. It includes a sports institute, and a transmodal transport station. 

 

The stadium is located on the grounds of the Kings Park Soccer Stadium, in the Durban 

sports precinct in the suburb of Stamford Hill. The stadium had the capacity to hold 

62,760 spectators during the 2010 FIFA World Cup. Its design allows the stadium seating 

to be adjusted; 54,000 for local matches or up to 80,000 for events such as the 

Commonwealth Games. It has two permanent tiers of seating, a temporary third one 

was added for the World Cup. There are 120 corporate hospitality suites with 7,500 

seats. 

 

Famous sports events 

 

 Comrades Marathon - An annual marathon run between Pietermaritzburg and 

Durban 

 

 Midmar Mile - A mile long swimming race held annually at Midmar Dam 

 

 Dusi Canoe Marathon - An annual canoe marathon, starting in Pietermaritzburg 

and ending in Durban  

 

 “Durban July” - South Africa's premier annual horse racing event at Greyville 

Racecourse, Durban. 

 

 Mr Price Pro - a premier international surfing event at Durban during winter 

(previously known as the "Gunston 500"). 
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Provincial sports teams 
 

Football (soccer) 

 

The South African Premier Soccer League (PSL) currently features the following teams 

from the province: 

 

 AmaZulu and Golden Arrows (Durban) 

 Thanda Royal Zulu (Richards Bay) 

 Maritzburg United (Pietermaritzburg) 

 

 

Rugby union 

 

 Super Rugby 

 The Sharks 

 Currie Cup 

 

 

Cricket 

 

 SuperSport Series 

 Dolphins (successor to the KwaZulu-Natal cricket team) 
 

 

 

King's Park Stadium, looking North, taken from The Moses Mabhida stadium 

Image: Vauxhall Bridgefoot 
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Borders 
 

KwaZulu-Natal borders the following areas of Mozambique, Swaziland and Lesotho 

 

 Maputo Province, Mozambique (far northeast) 

 Lubombo District, Swaziland (northeast, east of Shiselweni) 

 Shiselweni District, Swaziland (northeast, west of Lubombo) 

 Mokhotlong District, Lesotho (southwest, north of Thaba-Tseka) 

 Thaba-Tseka District, Lesotho (southwest, between Mokhotlong and Qacha's Nek) 

 Qacha's Nek District, Lesotho (southwest, south of Thaba-Tseka) 

 

 

Domestically, it borders the following provinces 

 

 Mpumalanga (north) 

 Free State (west) 

 Eastern Cape (southwest) 

 

 

  



 – WildlifeCampus Cultural Guiding Course – KwaZulu Natal 

 

This course material is the copyrighted intellectual property of WildlifeCampus. It may not be copied, distributed or 

reproduced in any format whatsoever without the express written permission of WildlifeCampus. 

59 

KwaZulu-Natal Overview   
 

 

Routes and orientation 
 

Routes from the interior 

 

The N3 toll road from Gauteng and the Free State, enters KwaZulu-Natal at Van 

Reenen’s Pass.  
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The N11 exits Mpumalanga to Charlestown towards Ladysmith where it joins the N3.  
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The N2 starts from Ermelo in Mpumalanga, enters KwaZulu-Natal at Pongola, from 

where it continues south to Durban and along the South Coast. At Port Shepstone, the 

road turns inland to Kokstad, from where it starts its long journey through the Eastern 

Province, all the way down to Cape Town.  
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Other important routes 

Two alternative routes from Mpumalanga to the Province, are the R34 and the R33.  

 
 

The first leaves the N11 just before Newcastle, on route to Utrecht and Vryheid, then 

south to Empangeni and Richard’s Bay. The R33, enters the Province at Paul 

Pietersburg, via Dundee, Greytown to KwaDukuza (on the N2). 


